International Student
Pre-Arrival Handbook




U.S. IMMIGRATION INFORMATION
APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES

If you are on an F Visa a form I-20 has been mailed to you. If you are on a ] Visa, a form
DS-2019 has been mailed to you. Appalachian State University issues the form I-20 to
degree secking students. Form DS-2019 is issued to international exchange students visiting
the university for a semester or year.

All students must pay the I-901 SEVIS fee before visiting the U.S. consulate. As of
September 1, 2004, the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) Form 1-901.

Fee can be paid online at www.fmjfee.com. The site is used to pay the SEVIS fee required for
F, M, and ] non-immigrants, and provides a brief explanation of the fee requirement and
procedure to pay online.

For more detailed information on the fee payment process go to the SEVP Web site
(www.ice.gov/sevis) and review the /-901 Fee Frequently Asked Questions. That site also
contains a link to the PDF version of Form 1-901.

PREPARATION FOR ARRIVAL AND ENTRY STATUS

All students must obtain the correct visa before leaving for the U.S. After paying the SEVIS
fee please make an appointment at the nearest American Embassy or Consulate to apply in
person for your visa. At that time, please check the requirements with the Embassy that you
will visit. The U.S. Immigration Officers require the following upon arrival at the U.S.
airport:

e valid passport

visa

form 1-20 or DS-2019

Letter of acceptance to Appalachian State University

Evidence that you can support yourself financially
This can be in the form of a sponsorship letter, or a certified or notarized bank statement

¢ You may also be required to show your completed Appalachian medical health forms

TRANSCRIPTS/ PRE-REGISTRATION

FOR EXCHANGE STUDENTS ONLY: To complete pre-registration, the Office of
International Education & Development MUST HAVE your transcripts or official copies of
all previous coursework. These must be translated into English. International Student
Orientation, which is required, starts before the term begins on January 4, 2010. You will
be informed of immigration regulations and community information at this meeting

FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS ONLY: Please follow all directions given to you
by the office of undergraduate admissions. You will register for your classes at freshman
orientation, which follows International Student Orientation.

FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS ONLY: Please follow all directions given to you by the
office of graduate admissions. You will register for your classes during graduate school
orientation, which follows International Student Orientation.


http://www.fmjfee.com/
http://www.ice.gov/sevis

Upon arrival at a U.S. port of entry, you will be issued form 1-94 (Arrival and Departure
Record). On this form the U.S. Immigration Officer will write your 11 digit admissions
number which will serve as your Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS)
identification number for the duration of your stay in the U.S. Be sure to keep your 1-94,
your 1-20 or DS-2019, and your passport together!

CHANGE OF STATUS

*NOTE*- If you enter the U.S. with a visitor's visa (B-1) or a business visa (B-2), you WILL
ENCOUNTER PROBLEMS trying to convert to a student (F) visa. Immigration and
Naturalization regulations make any change VERY difficult. Therefore, you must obtain the
correct student visa before entering the U.S. for academic pursuits. If you plan to enter the
U.S. on a tourist (B) visa and are considering becoming a university student, be certain that
the Port of Entry Officer notes on the visa, "Prospective Student." Without this notation
you will have to return home to change your status from tourist type (B) to student type (F).

*NOTE*-Once in the U.S., do not leave the U.S. without the International Student
Advisor's signature on the back of your form I-20. It will be difficult, if not impossible, to
return on your student visa if you leave the country without the appropriate prior approval.

CUSTOMS

Once you have cleared Immigration you will go through customs. Restricted items include
controlled drugs, firearms, animals, produce, and certain animal products (ivory, turtle shell).
You may be asked to unpack your bags for inspection. The responsibility for unpacking and
repacking the bags is yours.

ARRIVAL Information

LUGGAGE

Clearly label your luggage with your name, Appalachian State University Office of
International Education and Development address: 238 I.G. Greer Hall, Appalachian
State University, 401 Academy Street, Boone, NC 28608, 828. l




