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The As-U-GO (ASU’s Global Outreach Program) serves the Watauga and neighboring counties by connecting ASU students, faculty and local community members with area schools as a public service. Program presenters use their knowledge, experiences and talents to engage pupils in interactive learning experiences designed with the classroom teacher to be grade-appropriate and to complement textbook and classroom instruction. 

Presentation Goals 

Brings the world to North Carolina schools 

As-U-Go presenters create an imaginative, interactive approach in presentations to actively engage students in learning about culture. Using a cultural themes approach, we provide an opportunity for more in-depth cultural learning that can be adapted across academic disciplines.  AS-U-GO uses the NC Standard Course of Study requirements along with the Universals of Culture concept to complement teachers’ K-12 curriculum structure. 

By bringing presenters with in-depth international experience into the classroom, As-U-Go gives schoolchildren a unique glimpse into another world region, country or culture. Interacting with presenters on a personal basis, especially through repeat visits, increases schoolchildren’s motivations for future language study or education abroad experiences, as well as enhancing their current textbook materials and classroom discussion topics.  Their relationship with you also helps to dissolve negative cultural stereotypes that may be held by students and teachers about your culture and persons from that culture.

As-U-Go encourages repeat visits to a classroom (typically 3), allowing for personal bonds and trust with the speaker to develop and deeper cultural understanding and to occur. By building a foundation of trust with As-U-Go presenters, students are more comfortable asking questions they find personally valuable thereby becoming active participants in their own knowledge acquisition.

As-U-Go presenters with first-hand knowledge, respect, and appreciation of other cultures serve as valuable role models of a global citizen. 

Assists students to “complete the learning cycle”.  Through cultural sharing, As-U-Go presenters also promote children’s examination of both similarities and differences between cultures, enabling them to relate, compare and contrast their own culture with another as a way to examine the foundations of their own customs and beliefs.

Presentations are designed with specific “Universals of Culture”, by choice of presenter (or a mutual decision between presenter and teacher): 

1. Material Culture

a) Food 

b) Clothing and Adornment of the Body/ Concept of Beauty

c) Tools and Weapons

d) Clothing and Adornment of the Body/ Concept of Beauty

e) Tools and Weapons

f) Housing and Shelter

g) Transportation

h) Geography & Physical Environment 

i) Personal Possessions

j) Household Articles

2. The Arts, Play, and Recreation

a) Forms of the Arts, Play, and Recreation 

b) Folk Arts and Fine Arts

3. Language and Nonverbal Communication

a) Nonverbal Communication 

b) Language

4. Social Organization

a) Societies
b) Families 

c) Kinship Systems
5. Social Control

a) Systems and Governmental Institutions

b) Rewards and Punishments

6. Conflict and Warfare

a) Kinds of Conflict 

b) Kinds of Warfare

7. Economic Organization

a) Systems of Trade and Exchange 

b) Producing and Manufacturing

c) Property

d) Division of Labor

e) Standard of Living

8. Education

a) Informal Education 

b) Formal Education

9. World View

a) Belief System 

b) Religion
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